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‘Witness Testifies 
Truth Tests Given 

By GERALD MOSES « / 

Advocate Staff Writer ^ 

NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Attorneys £or Clay L. Shaw 
completed cross-examination of Baton Rougean Perry 
Raymond Ruf<o Thursday, still grasping for contradic- 
tions iq Kuslo’s testimony about overhearn'.g^t| i ]Jt to 
gun down Thfesident Kennedy. 



A brief smile flickered! 
across Kusso’s-Tace as de- 
fense attorney F. Irving ' 
Dvi iond told him, “That’s 
all.t fiisaiivg two days of_ex 



'heard them plotting to kill the 
President. 

TelU-^-Tiyfootiim 
Thursday, Russo testified Or- 
leans Dist. Atty. Jim Garrison’s 
g t a f f hypnotized him three 
times in two weeks of question- 
ing before the start of the pre- 



Also Thursday, Dr. 
J . Ch^ta, Orleans 
Testified 



,hau;tive grilling about Rus- 
so’s tale of hearing Shaw, t W g ueiore i« 
IwhcLhe identified as “Clemi, liminiry bearing. 
I Bertrand,” David W. Ferrie, 1 
a former airline pilot, and 
a beatnik he knew as “Leon 
Oswald" talking about assas- 
sinating President Kennedy 
in September, 1963. 

; The preliminary hearing! 
before an unusual panel of three 
| criminal district judges took on 
'more aspects of a full-blown 
[trial as it went Into the third 
day, although the only matter 
before the court is whether to 
order Shaw, the only survivor 
among the three alleged 
plotters, to be tried on thel 
charge of conspiracy to murder 
/President Kennedy. 

• The bearing continues at 10 
! a . m , Friday, and Shaw's 
>• attorneys are seeking informa- 
Vtion from the U.S. Immigration 
'Department on two men Russo 



Ni-hnlas 
Varisn 
he acminis- 



torocerT „ 

tered ’’truth serum, or sodium 
pentatho, to Russo, and as a 
result of nis observations, Russo 
was “legally sane . . . his be- 
havior waj that of a rational, 
controlled, well-disciplined per 
son.” 

Defense attornej s argued 
beatedlv against any testimony 
lbout Russo being given the 
truth serum, and the matter 
was finally settled In the judges 
ebambers'during a recesa. . 

The three judges retufted 
and Judge Bernard J. Bagyt. 
the presiding juoije, reld 

r • i .* _ v : ~ ^ « Trie au 



Dvmood his objection was ov 
ruled. Judge Malcolm 
O’Hara sided with Dymond, 
saving the testimony was de- 
i impairment on two men rvusso , • J ^ the court 

J'said were at Ftfric^-Naw Or- . t >, e truth serum, not 
? !leans apartment the night hej wjiity 



Says Probe Completed 
Also Thursday. Di;t. Atty. 
Garrison said “m Vbnef inter- 
view that when ha probe of the 
alleged conspiracy to murder 
President Kennedy is com- 
pleted, Russo's testimony may 
play only a small part in the 
complete story. 

The district attorney pointed 
out that he is not required to 
present his entire case at the 
preliminary hearing, just 
enough to show that there is 
“probable cause*' to bring Shaw 
to trial on the charge. 

The continued activity of the 
Orleans Parish grand jury may 
be an indication that Garrison 
will maintain secrecy of Hjs 
case until any eventual trial. He 
will not be required to file a bill 
of information against Shaw, 
outlining information his probe 
has uncovered, if the grand 
jury indicts Shaw. 

Raise ^Te stimony 
Rus^o, reflecting ’the strain of 
two days of testifying, also 
■brought- but these points while 
on the stand for the third day: 

— The hypnosis sessions were 
held in the Orleans Parish 
Criminal Courts building, in of- 
fices of Garrison and the 

coroner. . _ 

— Although Russo was 
present when the JFK plot was 
discussed, he himself played no 
part in the alleged conspiracy 
— Russo mistook Shaw for 
secret service agent on May 4, 
1961, when President Kennedy 
visited New Orleans to dedicate 
a new wharf on the Mississippi 
River. 

—Russo told a television inter- 
viewer two weeks ago that he 
had never seen Oswald because 
“1 was scared,” and that ( 
publicity of his knowing Feme 
“was being^T^ -entirely out 
of proportion,” * «_ * ** *■ 
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—He didn’t volunteer his in- 
formation on the plot after the 

a>sassinati'otr" i ^"vtually took 
place on Nov. 22 became "the 
FBI Mid they arrested Oswald 
and that he was the man. I was 
Jt then, a voice in the wilder- 
less. I wasn't toing to fight 
»ith the government." 

; He saw Oswald cleansha- 

Ten once, as Oswald was pre- 
paring to leave New Orleans for 
Houston. 

• Shoots Question 

•’ This last sutement caused 8 
hush is the courtroom. Then 
Djmond shouted, "Will you tell 
me why, after seeing him 
cleanly shaven, you bad to have 
whiskers put on his photograph 

before you could 

him?" 



Under cross-examination 

about details of the conspiracy 
talk Russo, says he heard in 
Ferrie’s apartment; the wilneu 
was asked: “You werent part 

of it?" 

A. “No. sir. 

Q Was it understood that 
these three men would actively 
participate in the assassination. 

A. 1 didn't gel that impres- 
sion, no. 

Q Was Dallas mentioned? 

A. No. 

••That’s all.” attorney F. Irvin 
Dymond said and sat down. 

At that point, Russo was ex- 
cused from further coss-exarai- 
nation. 

Under Dymond'* often-sarcas- 

recognii* ti c questioning about why be ; 

had not come forward after 



wq-*’* naa nuv ~ . 

Russo shrugeed, and said the Ke inc Oswald's pictures alter 
eccasion was "the day that Os- the. assassination. Russo said: 
rrald left New Orleans for Hous- »j , a w pictures of Oswald in toe 
too ” and that they were togeth- jun holding a gun. one with nun 



- x - J , 0 w «Uil livminp — D * ' . 

tr ’for only a - minutes, delivering pamphleU, a picture 

of him getting shot. 

"That face stayed in my mind 
but the FBI said they had got 
the man who shot President 

proceedings asked the court to Kennedy. I testimony that he had noticed 

subpoena records of the U.S. Commission was to ; ' 0V «^S a ^' Shaw - who he said he knew 
Immigration Department con- I m not Comg to S later aj clem Bertrand — at a 

cerning two men, a Manuel; FBI .But I told I several of my •- — - 

Garcia Gonaales, and a Julio friends, I might know that 



Mainly *be said, he noticed that 
Oswald was. not du*!)'- 
Dymond, Late In Thursday’s 
proceedings asked the court to 



A. Absolutely not. 

Q. Were you hypnotized yes- 
terday? 

A. Absolutely not 

Q. On March 13, were you 
hypnotized on that date? ! 

A. I don’t think I was. 

| Russo then said the hypnosis 
sessions occurred between Feb. 
,24 and March 13. M I have lost 
•track of the days.” the witnesa 
‘said. "I am extremely tired.” 

I Q. In all three instances of 
[hypnosis, did it take plact in the 
jeoroner’s office? 

I A. It is myrecdueStion. 

Q. What did Dr. Fatter do to 
hypnotize you? ^ 

A. I’d rather you ask him. 

Q. What do you remember be 
did? 

A. He asked me questions. 

Dymond then asked what in* 
st ructions Dr. Fatter had given 
him. 

A. He talked. There were no 
specific instructions that I can 
recall. He talked It'a not an 
instruction thing. He told me 
relaxing things. 

The defense recalled Russo’s 
testimony that he had noticed 



in 



man.’” t ; 

Q. Are you referring to Lee 



Busnedo, or Julio Buxnedo. 

reference ffSSSl uSU HaTvey & 

that two Spanish-spciking'may have known him as Uon 

people were at Feme* 0 iwald had a differ- 

apartment at the rmd-Seotem- 

*. «« ■>«**= 
allegedly overheara the plot to 
kill President Kennedy. 



later as Gem Bertrand — at a 
wharf dedication in New Or- 
leans in May 1962 at which 
President Kennedy spoke. Rus- 
so said he thought Shaw was a 
Secret Service 

Q. Let me ask you, wouldn't! 
you have felt awfully uneasy j 
-about being present in a group 
of four men 4 at Ferrie's apart- 



Recalls First Names 
Dymond had **ked Russo to 



u uce io j n<frna ti<% of four men 4 at Ferrie's apart- 

Q. You made the moot) mho more plotting Uw 
itatemcr*. IQ the March 1 ! acc9<«tftatinn rJ Ik* nr»cirl*nt if 

View In New Orleans that you 



assassination of the president if 
you suspected one of the men 
was an agent of the Secret Serv- 



had never seen that man. 

1 naa av%ea nusso w There were several rea- . y 
name the Spanisn-speaking- sons. I knew the DA was inves- j • 
people present at ;fcc- party. | tigating at thi* time and I < djdn 1 
••One was 8 Ju,.o, and the wan t to *ay to aomeone who was “ mf, 

other was Man-el." Russo re- 1 not lrpal. ‘That was the man. I J & d ° ‘ 'fl 

plied. "I don't remember their wan ted to get off the hook. I just pression that Shaw worked for 
“ said, *1 don’t know that man. 



last names. 

Dymond said be intended to 
use the information from the 
immigration service to discredit 
Russo’s testimony. 

Also subpoenaed for Thurs- 
day’s session was a former 
roommate of Feme. James Le- 
wallcn, who. like Ferrie, is a 
jilot. Becaure of the continuing 
•xamination of Russo, Lewallen 
?Jid Thu rsday, a nd 

•may be called againjrnu^jr» t 



pression that Shaw worked for 
the Secret Service. 

According to Russo's account, 
Shaw, Oswald and Ferrie dis- 
cussed specific of killing the 
president, including a possible, 
getaway flight to Cuba and the! 
sacrificing of a scapegoat. j 
Shaw, 54, former managing’ 
director of the . International 



Says Not Under Hyp* 10 * 1 * 

In response to Dymond’* 
probing, Russo denied being 
under hypnosis while testifying. 

Q. How many times have you 
been hypnotized? • 

A. My recollect loo la three 
times. . . director of we . international 

Q. Were you hypnotized x ra rle Mart arrested 

March 14 (C^daythe hearing by Garrison on March 1. He was 
started)? ^ * .freed that night ot^ $10,000 bond/ 



Ferrie, a former airlines pilot, 
with a homosexual record, died 
in bed two days before Russo 
was publicly connected to the 
case. 

Oswald, named by the Warren 
Commission as Kennedy's as- 
sassin, was killed by Jack Ruby 
t two days after the assassins- 
tmn. , , , 

Garrison won an Important 
point when the court permitted 
Dr. Chetta, to testify about 
inducing hypnosis in Russo! 
through the use of sodium pen- . 
tolhal, commonly known as 
truth scrum. y 

Dymond objected strenoiisly 
to Chetta's testimony, and at 
one point during a legal hassle 
Judge Matthew Braniff snapped 
.at the defense attorney: "You 
made the implication this wit- 
ness (Russo) was crazy. You 
inferred that he was testifying 
under hypnosis and also that he 
tried to kill himself. Where do 
you get off objecting now?” 
Dvmnnd had earlier asked 
Russo if he had ever attempted 
suicide, Russo replied that he 
had not. 

Chetta, coecccf-to more than 
20 years, qualified as an expert 
witness in medicine, psychiatry 
and forensic medicine. 

“I feel that Perry Russo ful- 
fills all requirements of legal 
sanity,” said the articulate 
Chetta. 

Chetta aaid § patient using 
the drug is “aided in recalling 
facts and remembera things he 
ordinarily would have forgotten 
and says things he ordinarily 
might hold back.” 

Russo also testified Thursday 
that Ferrie once outlined sev- 
e r a 1 different assassination 
methods, including a plan 
where assassins were stationed 
in front and hack of a theater. 

He said Ferrie also had to- 
other plan. Involving three 
assassins. 

Indicating with three fingers, 
Russo said: 

•This man, of necessity, hai 
;to be sacrificed for this one to 
CO free. All three were going to 
fire to kill the President. Some- 
one would have to be the scape- 
goat” 

Identification Rose 
Russo said he watched Shaw 
through a one-way mirror in the ; 
district attorney's office whi.e ( 
deciding^b^.h^r be was the: 
man be knew at the September I 
party as “Gem Bertrand ” 1 

Later, he said, he knocked oa 
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the door of »»Wa a pAriment ... 

and kokcd at him while F«* ChclU’s supervision, used thejj _ . day deputies 

undJit lolry to «U him some ; Mn , e method*. 1 £ Jlur^n "SdX the 

“No, sir" Russo replied. » nd , P 01 '"™" tearing to 
"Dave used a coin or a flashy, courtroom additional pre- 

£2'.w" F ‘ tt " *“* 

to me a lot. ioritv of the spectators at the 

At the first meeting between r; a ? _ were stamped on the 
Ferrie and Russo, at an 1 han(J £; lh a flourescent ink as 
----- . apartment of Feme’s in Ken- ^ entered in the morning. 

•He said he had company and ner% flussn testified that Feme. , h tim , they entered, depu- 
could not talk about insurance, hypnotized a friend of his, All . ^ checked a pass issued 

iKrw and then he looked at me. Landry, Jn( j demonstrated that’, . criminal Sheriff Louis Heyd 
and asked, ’what did you say , l^ndry was h> 
your name was?' " ... .J infi the point < 

Fusso also testified he didn t| ;Ljin( j r y» hand, 
lielieve he had ever been hypno-j, p US50 was vague about when 
tiled before, although he ?J^ ralt ". he had been hypnotized by Dr. . 

:ed that Feme once tried to p aller arK j narrow ed it down 

I . . 1. . I 



Different Methods 
Dymond asked whether F 
rie and Dr^Ei-T^Wl Fatter 



.. I Pymond prciwfl jum for tha 
^ e ^*.!ewact datcsv-SJ"*’ unally 

t ‘ "TV *i said. “I have lost trark of the 

private physician who pul him ; •- 

under hypnosis under Dr-i-ii.id 



I am extremely 



iisurance. 

Hi- said he cave Shaw a busi- 
ness card with the name "Add- 
pa Williams.” . , , . 

•-He held the card and looked 
it me twice and I am sure he 
recognized me,” Russo said. 
- He said he had company and 



d at me. Landry, and demonstrated that; . ruminal Sheriff Louis Heyd 
you say, ^^,-y was hypnotized by stick- ■, 7 c h«cked the spectators 
, ... J ing the point of a compass into j " inst individual photographs 



hypnotize him. only „ u, e two weeks before lha 

••Hetri^once twt lhavemy u j bearing began 

doubt* about whether be » uc - ^sd iy . ■* 

•ceeded .” Ru&o-bikiT 117 



i against individual photographs 
i of them, and then checked the 
fluorescent ink with an ultravio- 
let lamp, whi ch, gt uy d the ink 
to glow. 



Once inside the vestibule, the 
newsmen were searched by oth- 
er deputies, and the search was 
more thorough than at Wednes- 
day's session. 

Deputies also searched, the 
courtroom during the noon 
recess, after a Parish Prison of- 
ficial received a telephone call 
from a man who told him to be 
on the lookout for a person car- 
rying a small bomb, set to go 
off during the afternoon session. 

W i t n e s s e s and newsmen; 
returned to the courtroom una-’ 
ware of the bomb IhrcaL 
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